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VISIBLE POLICING
FOR OUR
COMMUNITIES

This year’s policing budget was a tough one to set. 60 of our 87 Police Community Support Officers
(PCSO) roles were at risk of being cut. | wrote to the Government to ask for an exceptional rise in the
policing precept to help keep as many PCSO roles as possible. As usual | also reached out to the public
in Cheshire, both online and in person, to see how much extra they would be willing to pay for policing. |
based it on Band B because two thirds of Cheshire homes fall into bands A-C. This consultation
offered:

« Cut back — No rise; major service reductions including the loss of all 87 PCSOs.

« Manage - A 97p per month rise (Band B); investment in automation and drones but reduction of 50
PCSOs.

« Domore - A £2.14 per month rise (Band B); save all PCSOs, add 21 neighbourhood officers and
enhance drones, prevention work, and call answering times.

Two thirds of Cheshire properties fall into bands A-C.

More than 6,000 people had their say - Cheshire’s largest response ever. 73% supported a rise through
their council tax bill, with 57% choosing ‘Do more’ and 16% selecting the ‘Manage’ option. There was a
clear desire to ‘To More’'.

In the end the Government allowed me to increase by an additional £1.20 per month on a Band B.

This will mean improved and enhanced neighbourhood policing. Cheshire Police will also be able to
invest in technology to drive efficiencies. I'm aware that people are still feeling the effects of the cost-
of-living crisis, but | sincerely believe that this small rise offers good value and will deliver the visible
policing presence that the public have told me they would like to see.
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Council tax bands for policing

The final Police Funding Settlement, was
published on 28 January 2026. This confirmed
that total funding for territorial police forces will A £196.96 E £361.09
be up to £18.4 billion in 2026/27, representing
an increase of £796 million compared with
2025/26. This is equivalent to a 4.5% cash B £229.79 F £436.75
increase and a 2.3% real terms increase.

At this time, the Home Office also confirmed c £262.61 G £492.40

additional exceptional precept flexibility for
Cheshire of £3.50 to bring the council tax D £295.44 H £590.88
referendum threshold to £18.50 for a Band D
property or £14.39 increase for a Band B
property. Cheshire’s share of this funding
increase is £15.2m, of which £8.7m comes from
the precept increase and £6.5m is from Central ® Government Grant

Where does the funding come from?

Government @ Council tax precept and collection fund

© Other income and specific grants

The online survey was launched on Friday 9"
January 2026 and ran until 12noon on Friday
23" January 2026.

Paper copies of the surveys for members of the
public on commuter trains between Knutsford
and Ashley and bus routes in Warrington
enabled face-to-face consultation to take place.

73% of the 6,169 respondents backed some
level of increase to support the measures
outlined in the budget. On Friday 6™ February
2026, the Police and Crime Panel approved the

. Funding £
£14.39 annual precept rise for Band B Government grant £171,997,282
households.

Council tax precept £120,915,486
How much police precept you'll pay depends on Other income and specific grants £30,418,242
your council tax bands and these figures are

Total funding and income £323,331,010

available in the table. These figures represent a
rise of 6.68%.




