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[bookmark: _Toc161043859][bookmark: _Toc203475231]Key Information

	Category
	Description

	Agreement Reference
	BLC-0314

	Agreement name
	Framework for the Supply of Lockable Mobile Phone Pouches

	Agreement duration
	96 months

	Start date
	11th June 2026

	End date
	10th June 2034

	Call-off contract length
	Any Call-Off Order must be for a maximum of 4 years and must commence at least 1 week prior to the end of this Framework Agreement.

	Scope of the agreement
	[bookmark: _Hlk160790342]A multi-supplier Open framework agreement, for the Supply of Lockable Mobile Phone Pouches, unlocking bases and associated support services. The framework will support Police and Crime Commissioners (PCC) and their equivalents across the Country as well as schools, in enabling schools to create phone-free learning environments, while still allowing students access to their devices before and after the school day.

	Buying options
	Mini Competition and Direct Award

	Can be used by
	Those named on the Framework Agreement 

	Contract Notice
Award Notice
	2026/S 000-034700
2026/S 000-051035

	Contact Details
	commissioningandspecialistservices@bluelight.police.uk

	Regulations
	This framework arrangement has been let under the Procurement Act 2023 (PA23)




[bookmark: _Toc161043860][bookmark: _Toc203475232]Agreement scope and suppliers 

[bookmark: _Toc161043861][bookmark: _Toc134525211]
[bookmark: _Toc203475233]Goods and services 

This is not a legal document and is intended to be used as guidance only.

This buyer guide is specifically designed to provide advice and guidance on how to use the Supply of Lockable Mobile Phone Pouches framework.  It forms part of a comprehensive suite of guidance and template documents to assist you to buy from the framework. The templates should be amended to reflect your specific requirements, with consideration being given to your internal governance requirements and approval timelines.

In collaboration with Cheshire Police and Crime Commissioner, BlueLight Commercial has developed this bespoke framework for Police and Crime Commissioners (PCC) and their equivalents across the Country as well as schools. The Framework provides a national platform to deliver lockable mobile phone pouches, unlocking bases, and associated support services. 

Please note that the core terms of the framework must not be amended.

There is no charge for authorities to use the framework. Its operation is funded through a levy paid by the appointed suppliers, ensuring that authorities can access it at no cost.

An exercise to procure a national Lockable Mobile Phone Pouches Framework has been completed, which included an evaluation of the following elements.

· Price - 25%
· Quality - 65%
· Social Value - 10%



[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]

[bookmark: _Toc203475234]Suppliers

A list of suppliers is provided below along with their capability see Annex A.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]There are 8 suppliers on this agreement -  
	[bookmark: _Toc203475235]Supplier
	[bookmark: _Toc203475236]Contact Details

	Bates Office Services
	tenders@batesoffice.co.uk

	Bechtle Ltd	
	publicsector.uk@bechtle.com

	Caraglass Ltd T/A Zeeko
	linda@zeeko.ie

	Eurostar Global Electronics
	CCS@eurostarglobal.co.uk

	Odyssey Education Ltd
	ibrahim@odysseyedu.co.uk

	Over Yondr UK Ltd
	international@overyondr.com

	Teqex Ltd
	Frameworks@Teqex.co.uk

	TET Ltd
	tenderadmins@tet.co.uk



Contact Details

If you require any further information, please contact us at: commissioningandspecialistservices@bluelight.police.uk

This framework has been established as an open framework and will be reopened periodically. The framework will initially operate for 3 years until June 2029, at which point it will be reopened to new suppliers and run for a further 3 years. A further reopening will take place in June 2032 followed by the final 2 year period, with the overall framework term expiring in June 2034, giving a maximum duration of 8 years. By utilising the new open framework arrangement, there is the opportunity to re-test the market and refresh the supplier base. Any suppliers who are new entrants to the market can join the open framework and existing suppliers can refresh their offering.

If prices requested via Further Competition appear abnormally low, the customer can request a sample to be sent to evaluate.


[bookmark: _Toc203475238]How to use the Framework Agreement


Direct Award

The Contracting Authority wishing to use the Framework Agreement will need to determine whether their requirements can be met by the framework agreement as awarded and that the call-off terms and conditions do not require amendment. If so, then a direct award without re-opening competition may be possible. The mechanism for directly awarding a contract is set out in the next section.

A price list will only be provided once customers have shortlisted to one supplier, based on their requirements against the Supplier Capability Checklist.  The pricing will not be released until this exercise has been done.  If more than one supplier can meet your requirements, then a mini competition must be carried out.

Mini Competition

If a Contracting Authority requires the suppliers to develop proposals or a solution to meet specific requirements, it is not possible to determine which of the suppliers is able to provide the best value and / or the Call-Off terms need amendment or refinement to reflect the requirements, then a mini competition must be undertaken. Documents to support a mini competition are available from BlueLight Commercial.

The Contracting Authority is responsible for producing the specification, pricing schedule and other documentation required to undertake a mini competition. An overview of the required steps for both processes is provided below. Please note that timelines required to conduct the processes detailed below will need to be considered by your organisation.




Direct Award without re-opening competition

	Stage
	Action
	Process

	1
	Notification
	The Contracting Authority should notify BlueLight Commercial that they are considering an award to a framework supplier. 

The Access Agreement (see Annex B) must be signed and returned to BlueLight Commercial and a unique reference number assigned for the call off contract.

	2
	Requirements
	Develop a statement of requirements setting out their requirements for the available services. 

	3
	Supplier Selection
	Technical Compatibility and Continuity: the extent to which the Framework Provider’s solution is compatible with the Contracting Authority’s existing mobile phone control process, where there is a clear operational need or justification, for example where a system is already embedded within a Contracting Authority’s processes, or where system integrity may be compromised by changing Supplier.

Check to ensure that pricing is in accordance with the framework pricing schedule. 

Once the supplier has been selected, issue correspondence confirming intent to award the contract and publish the Contract Details Notice.
 

	4
	Terms and Conditions
	The Contracting Authority may not make any changes to the call-off terms and conditions.

The Contracting Authority should be mindful of suppliers attempting to insert additional or contradictory terms in the call-off order form. 

	5
	Order Form
	Once the successful framework supplier is chosen, the Contracting Authority shall enter into a Call-Off contract by completing the order form with the selected supplier. 

It is the responsibility of the Authority to complete the order form and any associated documents and send through to the supplier. A completed copy of the order form must also be sent to BlueLight Commercial – commissioningandspecialistservices@bluelight.police.uk and the contract uploaded to the authority’s relevant e-tendering portal. 	Comment by Jane Harrod: I don’t think this is necessary as the contracts will be low value

Once the contract has been signed, publish the Contract Details Notice in line with PA23. A redacted copy of the contract must be published via the Contract Details Notice where the contract value exceeds £5 million.  

	6
	Transparency Requirements

	Call-offs under this framework agreement are subject to the Procurement Act 2023, and relevant notices such as Payments Compliance Notices must be published as required.






Mini Competition Procedure

	Stage
	Action
	Process

	1
	Notification
	The Contracting Authority should notify BlueLight Commercial that they are considering an award to a framework supplier. 

The Access Agreement (see Annex B) must be signed and returned to BlueLight Commercial and a unique reference number assigned for the call off contract.

	2
	Requirements
	The Contracting Authority will be required to develop a statement setting out their requirements and identifying the framework suppliers capable of meeting those requirements.

	3
	Terms and Conditions
	The Contracting Authority may not make any substantive changes to the call-off terms and conditions but can make minor amendments that are not substantive

The Contracting Authority should be mindful of suppliers attempting to insert additional or contradictory terms in the call-off order form. 

	4
	Mini Competition
	All suppliers capable of meeting the requirements should be invited to tender against the requirements. The award criteria detailed in the table below should be applied when carrying out a competition.  

· Identify the Relevant Goods and services;
· Identify the Framework Providers capable of delivering the Call-Off Contract for the Relevant Goods and services;
· Supplement and refine the Call-off Terms and Conditions only to the extent permitted by and in accordance with the requirements of the Act and Guidance;
· Invite tenders by conducting a Mini-Competition for its Relevant Goods and services in accordance with the Act and Guidance and in particular:
· Consult in writing the Framework Providers capable of delivering the Call-Off Contract for the Relevant Goods and services and invite them within a specified time limit to submit a Mini-Tender;
· Set a time limit for the receipt by it of the Mini-Tenders; and
· Keep each Mini-Tender confidential until the expiry of the time limit for the receipt by it of the Mini-Tenders;
· Apply the Mini-Tender Criteria to any compliant Mini-Tenders submitted through the Mini-Competition;

Once the supplier has been selected, issue debrief letters to all suppliers and publish the Contract Award Notice and observe an 8-working-day voluntary standstill period.  

	5
	Order Form
	Once the successful framework supplier is chosen, the Contracting Authority shall enter into a Call-Off contract by completing the order form with the selected supplier. 

It is the responsibility of the Authority to complete the order form and any associated documents and send through to the supplier. A completed copy of the order form must also be sent to BlueLight Commercial – commissioningandspecialistservices@bluelight.police.uk and the contract uploaded to the authority’s relevant e-tendering portal.	Comment by Jane Harrod: I don’t think this is necessary as the contracts will be low value

Once the contract has been signed 
publish the Contract Details Notice in line with PA23. A redacted copy of the contract must be published via the Contract Details Notice where the contract value exceeds £5 million.  




Award Criteria

	Criteria
	Sub-Criteria (where applicable)
	Percentage

	
	
	Weightings range (total = 100)

	Price
	
	50 – 90%

	Quality






	Commercial (including, but not limited to):

· Lead time/required delivery dates

· Delivery requirements

· Aesthetic/functional/ operational effectiveness characteristics (samples will be required)

	10 – 50%









Framework Management

BlueLight Commercial will perform the obligations to manage the supplier(s) at a framework level. 

The Framework has been classified as Silver and shall be managed accordingly at the framework level to ensure that key performance indicators (KPIs) are met. Monthly management information (MI) will be collected from suppliers, logged, and reviewed.

Contract Management

Contract Management is performed at a local level and is the responsibility of the Contracting Authority.  Any issues or risks should be initially managed via internal escalation processes in the first instance.  

If internal escalation processes cannot resolve the commercial difficulties and further support is needed from BlueLight Commercial, please do not hesitate to contact the team providing a summary of the dispute, steps taken to mitigate the dispute, and guidance received from local legal and commercial teams including a timeline of events. 

Please be mindful of the Contracting Authority’s obligations under the Procurement Act 2023 in relation to Contract Performance Notices.

A Social Value Action Plan will be developed at contract level, setting out key priorities, KPIs and supplier commitments made at framework stage. Management information (MI) will be collected to support monitoring and reporting of social value outcomes and benefits realisation.

Further Information

Please contact commissioningandspecialistservices@bluelight.police.uk.  



Annex A – Supplier Capability Checklist





























Annex B – Access Agreement
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Capability Checklist

		Supplier Capability Checklist Summary



		Section		Capability		Bates Office Services		Bechtle Ltd		Caraglass Ltd		Eurostar Global
 Electronics		Odyssey Education Ltd		Over Yondr UK Ltd		Teqex Ltd		TET Ltd

		Product Type		Lockable mobile phone pouch for smartphone		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Lockable mobile phone pouch for smartphone and smartwatch		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Signal-blocking pouch		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Non-signal-blocking pouch		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Alternative/specialist pouch for accessibility		Pouch with clear viewing window		✔		✔		X		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Pouch with velcro seal (non-locking)		✔		X		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Alternative accessible pouch design		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Custom accessibility adaptations upon request		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Locking and Unlocking System		Magnetic lock		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		X		✔		✔

				Mechanical lock		✔		X		X		X		✔		✔		X		✔

				Portable unlocking devices		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				High-throughput unlocking suitable for large school exit		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Customisation and Branding		Custom logo branding		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				School name or identification printing		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Multiple colour options		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		X		✔		✔

		Implementation and Support Services		Staff training (in-person)		✔		X		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Staff training (online/virtual)		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Written guidance and instruction materials		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Ongoing technical support / helpdesk		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Delivery Lead Times		Next working day		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		X		✔		✔

				Urgent/Priority (1-2 working days)		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Fast delivery (3-5 working days)		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Standard delivery (5-10 working days)		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Ability to support large urgent orders (1000+ units)		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Delivery Coverage (Regional)		North East England		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				North West England		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Yorkshire and the Humber		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				East Midlands		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				West Midlands		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				East of England		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				London		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				South East England		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				South West England		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				North Wales		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Mid Wales		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				South East Wales		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				South West Wales		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Sustainability		Recyclable materials		✔		X		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

				Product recycling or take-back scheme		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔
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Access Agreement



		relating to the Framework Agreement for the Supply of Lockable Mobile Phone Pouches 





		(1) BlueLight Commercial Limited



(2) [Contracting Authority]
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[bookmark: secheading][bookmark: one2]This Agreement is made the [●] day of [●] 202_

PARTIES

“Framework Authority”	BlueLight Commercial Limited (a company registered in England and Wales under company registration number 12517649 whose registered office is at Lower Ground, 5-8 The Sanctuary, Westminster, London, SW1P 3JS

“Contracting Authority”	[INSERT NAME OF THE CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND ADDRESS.]

BACKGROUND

[bookmark: a829662](A)	The Framework Authority has carried out a public procurement for a framework agreement relating to [add description of goods if required], acting as a central purchasing body as referred to in the Tender Notice. 

[bookmark: a378455](B)	Following the procurement, the Framework Agreement (as defined below) was put in place with EIGHT Framework Providers (as defined below). Each Framework Provider has entered into an individual Framework Agreement with the Framework Authority and collectively this forms a multi-supplier framework agreement. 

(C)	The Framework Agreement has been put in place for the benefit of the Framework Authority and other public bodies as set out in the Tender Notice.  

(D)	Access to the Framework Agreement must be approved in advance by the Framework Authority and is subject to entering into this Access Agreement and the payments to be made in accordance with its terms. 

[bookmark: _Toc82913669][bookmark: _Toc83000102][bookmark: _Toc83027078][bookmark: _Toc84395534][bookmark: _Toc85595670][bookmark: _Toc85596125][bookmark: _Toc95891477][bookmark: _Toc97003457][bookmark: _Toc318297715][bookmark: _Toc403555471]AGREED TERMS

[bookmark: _Toc101520882][bookmark: _Toc122341937][bookmark: _Toc122342088][bookmark: _Toc122703125][bookmark: _Toc137645891]1.	DEFINITIONS 

1.1	Where they are not defined below words and expressions shall have the meaning given in the Framework Agreement.

1.2	In this Access Agreement words the following words and expressions shall have the meanings set out below:  

		"Access Agreement"

		means this agreement and the Schedules to it;



		“Access Fees”

		means the fees detailed in Schedule 2;



		“Call-Off Contract”

		means a contract entered into between the Contracting Authority and the Framework Provider in accordance with the Framework Agreement and refers to any and all of the contractual documentation comprised in a Call-Off Contract as defined in the Framework Agreement;



		“Call-Off Order Form”

		as defined under the Framework Agreement;



		"Confidential Information"

		means all information provided by the Framework Authority to the Contracting Authority or by the Contracting Authority to the Framework Authority regarding or in connection with the Framework Documentation (whether in template form, draft form or executed) and any other information about the relevant party or its business which is not publicly available;



		"Contracting Authority"

		means the party that the Framework Authority has authorised to access and use the Framework Agreement as referred to in the parties section of this Access Agreement;



		“Contracting Authority Information”

		means information to be provided by the Contracting Authority to the Framework Authority in accordance with clause 7 of this Access Agreement and as detailed in Schedule 3;



		“Data Protection Legislation”

		(i) all applicable Laws in the UK relating to the processing of personal data and privacy, including but not limited to the UK GDPR, and the Data Protection Act 2018 to the extent that it relates to processing of personal data and privacy; and (ii) (to the extent that it may be applicable) the EU GDPR). The UK GDPR and EU GDPR are defined in section 3 of the Data Protection Act 2018;



		“EIR”

		[bookmark: _9kR3WTr26646CUKoq32mu3z5UQ763ALC9F6B][bookmark: _9kR3WTr26646DTJ5wt3zrt9][bookmark: _9kMHG5YVt4666CFcMiz5mv406B]means the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 together with any guidance and/or codes of practice issued by the Information Commissioner or relevant Government department in relation to such regulations;



		“FOIA”

		[bookmark: _9kR3WTr26647HQ1r][bookmark: _9kMHG5YVt48868EWMqs54ow517WS985CNEBH8D][bookmark: _9kMHG5YVt48868FVL7yv51tvB]means the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and any subordinate legislation made under such Act from time to time together with any guidance and/or codes of practice issued by the Information Commissioner or relevant Government department in relation to such legislation;



		“Framework Agreement”

		means a [single-supplier framework] [multi-supplier framework] for the provision of the supply of Goods as defined in the Framework Agreement [add further description of goods if required]  between the Framework Authority and the Framework Provider as referred to in the Tender Notice (Reference: [enter reference]) published in the UK e-notification service;



		“Framework Documentation”

		means this Access Agreement and the documentation referred to in clause 2.2 of this Access Agreement;



		“Framework Provider”

		means a supplier which was awarded and entered into a Framework Agreement by the Framework Authority;



		“Information”	

		means in relation to:

(a)	FOIA, the meaning given under section 84 of the FOIA; or

(b)	EIR, has the meaning given under the definition of “environmental information” in section 2 of EIR.



		“Intellectual Property Rights”

		means patents, utility models, rights to inventions, copyright and related rights, moral rights, trade marks and service marks, business names and domain names, rights in get-up and trade dress, goodwill and the right to sue for passing off or unfair competition, rights in designs, rights in computer software, database rights, and all other intellectual property rights, in each case whether registered or unregistered and including all applications and rights to apply for and be granted, renewals or extensions of, and rights to claim priority from, such rights and all similar or equivalent rights or forms of protection which subsist or will subsist now or in the future in any part of the world;



		"Laws"

		means any applicable Act of Parliament, sub-ordinate legislation within the meaning of Section 21(1) of the Interpretation Act 1978, exercise of the Royal Prerogative, bye-law, regulatory policy, guidance or industry code, judgement of a relevant court of law, or directives or requirements of any regulatory body with which the contractor is bound to comply



		“Losses”

		means all damage, losses, liabilities, claims, actions, costs, expenses (including the cost of legal or professional services), proceedings, demands, penalties, charges and interest whether arising under statute, contract or at common law;



		“Pricing Schedule”

		as defined in the Framework Agreement;



		[bookmark: _9kR3WTr2444ACZKq7wvBzv8dUy0DCw4D9F]“Request for Information”

		[bookmark: _9kMHG5YVt4666CEbMs9yxD1xAfW02FEy6FBH]means a request for information or an apparent request under the FOIA or the Environmental Information Regulations;



		“Relevant FOIA Authority”

		shall have the meaning given in clause 12.2 of this Access Agreement;



		“Specification”

		as defined in the Framework Agreement;



		“Tender”

		as defined in the Framework Agreement;



		“Tender Notice”

		means the tender notice 2026/S 000-034700 published on the Central Digital Platform;





1.3	Interpretation

In this Access Agreement except where the context otherwise requires:

1.3.1	a reference to a person includes firms, partnerships and corporations and their successors and permitted assignees or transferees;

1.3.2	words preceding "include", "includes", "including" and "included" shall be construed without limitation by the words which follow those words;

1.3.3	any obligation on a party to do any act matter or thing includes, unless expressly stated otherwise, an obligation to procure that it is done;

1.3.4	subject to any express provisions of this Access Agreement to the contrary, the obligations of either party are to be performed at that party’s own cost and expense;

1.3.5	a reference to a statute or statutory provision is a reference to it as amended, extended or re-enacted from time to time;

1.3.6	a reference to a statute or statutory provision shall include all subordinate legislation made from time to time under that statute or statutory provision; and 

1.3.7	a reference to a statute or statutory provision is a reference to it as it is in force for the time being, taking account of any amendment, extension, or re-enactment and includes any subordinate legislation for the time being in force made under it.

[bookmark: _Toc101520883][bookmark: _Toc122341938][bookmark: _Toc122342089][bookmark: _Toc122703126][bookmark: _Toc137645892][bookmark: _Toc79309832][bookmark: _Toc79316865][bookmark: _Toc79398407][bookmark: _Toc79398606][bookmark: _Toc98911459][bookmark: _Toc234940951][bookmark: _Toc318297716][bookmark: _Toc403555472]2.	FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT

2.1	The Framework Authority has put in place the Framework Agreement for the provision [add description of Goods]. Schedule 1 sets out the details of the Framework Agreement including:

2.1.1	The details of the Tender Notice advertising the Framework Agreement;

2.1.2	The public bodies which may use the Framework Agreement (as stated in the Tender Notice);

2.1.3 The duration and expiry date of the Framework Agreement;

2.1.4 The estimated value of the Framework Agreement;

2.1.5 Whether the Framework Agreement has been awarded under an Open Framework; 



2.1.6 	The details of the Framework Providers. 

[bookmark: _Ref64306332]2.2	The Framework Authority shall (subject to clauses 2.3, 2.4, 2.5 and 11 of this Access Agreement) provide the Contracting Authority electronic access to the following documentation relating to the Framework Agreement (the “Framework Documentation”):

2.2.1	Copies of the Framework Agreement entered into with each Framework Provider and the schedules to each Framework Agreement which include:

(a)	the Specification and Tender; and

(b)	the Pricing Schedule.

2.2.2	Call-Off Contract documents in template form, comprising the following:

(a)	Call-Off Order Form 

(b)	Call-Off Terms and Conditions

[bookmark: _Ref64307216]2.3	As between the parties, all Intellectual Property Rights in the Framework Documentation are owned by and shall remain in the ownership of the Framework Authority. The Contracting Authority may only use the Framework Documentation to the extent necessary to award Call-Off Contracts under the Framework Agreement and to exercise its rights and/or enforce its rights under such Framework Documentation. 

[bookmark: _Ref64307143][bookmark: _Ref19698224]2.4	In consideration of the Access Fees, the Framework Authority grants to the Contracting Authority, free of charge, an irrevocable, non-exclusive and non-transferable licence to use the Framework Documentation and the Intellectual Property Rights which are or may become vested in the Framework Documentation for the sole purposes of awarding Call-Off Contracts under the Framework Agreement and exercising its rights and/or enforcing its rights under such Framework Documentation.

[bookmark: _Ref64307401]2.5	Without prejudice to clause 2.4 above, the Contracting Authority shall not:

2.5.1	Remove or alter the Framework Authority’s or author’s names, affiliations or copyright notices or other means of identification from the Framework Documentation;

2.5.2	Use the Framework Documentation (in whole or part) for sale, reward or exploitation or other than as expressly permitted by this Access Agreement.

[bookmark: _Toc101520884][bookmark: _Toc122341939][bookmark: _Toc122342090][bookmark: _Toc122703127][bookmark: _Toc137645893]3.	RIGHT TO ACCESS AND USE

The Framework Authority grants to the Contracting Authority the right to use the Framework Agreement (subject always to the terms of the Framework Agreement) for the purpose of awarding Call-Off Contracts with the relevant Framework Provider. 

[bookmark: _Toc101520885][bookmark: _Toc122341940][bookmark: _Toc122342091][bookmark: _Toc122703128][bookmark: _Toc137645894]4.	USE OF FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT & THE CALL-OFF CONTRACT 

4.1	The Contracting Authority acknowledges and agrees that:

4.1.1	The Contracting Authority may use the Framework Agreement to enter into Call-Off Contracts at any time whilst this Access Agreement and the Framework Agreement are in force;

[bookmark: _Ref64300529]4.1.2	Each Framework Provider has entered into an individual Framework Agreement with the Framework Authority and collectively this forms a multi-supplier framework agreement;  

[bookmark: _Ref64357394]4.1.3	The Contracting Authority shall carry out its own call-off process to select the Framework Provider and enter into a Call-Off Contract. The Contracting Authority must conduct the call-off process in accordance with the terms of the Framework Agreement, the ordering procedure, all Laws and any guidance and instructions issued by the Framework Authority;

4.1.4	Any Call-Off Contract shall be in the form attached to Schedule 3 the Framework Agreement (subject to any changes made in accordance with the Call-Off Order Form); 

4.1.5	Any Call-Off Contract is a contract between the Contracting Authority and the Framework Provider. The Contracting Authority is fully responsible for agreeing the terms of the Call-Off Contract and for all obligations and payments arising thereunder and for the enforcement of any obligations of the Framework Provider;

4.1.6	The Framework Authority is not party to any Call-Off Contract entered into by the Contracting Authority. The Framework Authority is not responsible for the performance of the Framework Provider and shall not be liable for any obligations, payments or Losses arising under or in connection with the Call-Off Contract;

4.1.7	The Contracting Authority shall provide the Framework Authority with a copy of each Call-Off Contract entered into;

4.1.8	The Framework Authority is not required to assist in the resolution of any contractual disputes arising between the Contracting Authority and the Framework Provider (except where expressly set out in the Framework Agreement). This is without prejudice to the Contracting Authority’s obligation to provide the Contracting Authority Information in accordance with clause 7 of this Access Agreement; 

4.1.9	The Framework Provider was selected following a procurement process. The Framework Authority cannot however give any representations in relation to the ability of the Framework Provider or the Call-Off Contract to meet the Contracting Authority’s needs and the Contracting Authority shall carry out all due diligence to satisfy itself in that regard.

4.2	The Contracting Authority shall not act in any way which may distort competition under the Framework Agreement. This includes:

4.2.1	Favouring or discriminating against any Framework Provider;

4.2.2	Colluding with or soliciting any Framework Provider to change their prices submitted via the Framework Agreement or under any ordering procedure; and/or

4.2.3	Sharing pricing information submitted by a Framework Provider with other Framework Providers.

[bookmark: _Toc101520886][bookmark: _Toc122341941][bookmark: _Toc122342092][bookmark: _Toc122703129][bookmark: _Toc137645895]5.	ROLE & RIGHTS OF FRAMEWORK AUTHORITY

5.1	The Framework Authority has carried out a procurement process in relation to the award of the Framework Agreement. It acts as a central purchasing body and has therefore entered into the Framework Agreement for its own benefit and the benefit of other public bodies. 

5.2	The Framework Authority does not give any warranty or guarantee and shall not be liable for any Losses suffered by the Contracting Authority in relation to the following:

5.2.1	The Contracting Authority’s ability to use the Framework Agreement or the ordering procedure for awarding any Call-Off Contract; 

5.2.2	The suitability, validity or compliance with Laws of the Framework Agreement and Call-Off Contracts or their ability to meet the Contracting Authority’s needs;  

5.2.3	The suitability of the Framework Providers (or any of them) or the conduct of the Framework Providers (or any of them) in relation to this Framework Agreement or any Call-Off Contract; or

5.2.4	The performance or non-performance of any Framework Provider including in relation to the Ordering Procedure and/or any Call-Off Contract. 

The Contracting Authority shall carry out its own due diligence to satisfy itself in regard to these matters.  

[bookmark: _Ref26351194]5.3	The Framework Authority may approve third parties to use the Framework Agreement without the prior consent of or consultation with the Contracting Authority, subject to that third party entering into an access agreement on similar terms to this Access Agreement. 

[bookmark: _Ref26343402][bookmark: _Ref26351196]5.4	The Framework Authority shall have the right to appoint, suspend and remove Framework Providers from the Framework Agreement, in accordance with the terms of the Framework Agreement. The Contracting Authority may make representations to the Framework Authority in this regard through the provision of relevant Contracting Authority Information in accordance with clause 7 of this Access Agreement and Schedule 3. The Framework Authority shall have regard to the Contracting Authority Information, but the Framework Authority shall ultimately have the final decision in relation to the appointment, suspension or removal of a Framework Provider from the Framework Agreement. 

[bookmark: _Ref26347951]5.5	The Framework Authority may (without the prior consent of or consultation with the Contracting Authority):

5.5.1	Terminate the Framework Agreement. This shall not affect any Call-Off Contract(s) which the Contracting Authority has already entered into;

[bookmark: _Ref26346786]5.5.2	Extend the duration of the Framework Agreement in accordance with its terms. The Framework Authority shall notify the Contracting Authority where it has exercised its right to extend the Framework Agreement.  

5.6	The Framework Authority (and each of them) shall not be liable to the Contracting Authority for any Losses suffered by the Contracting Authority or to pay any compensation to the Contracting Authority as a result of the exercise by the Framework Authority any of their rights under clause 5.3, 5.4 or 5.5 above. 

[bookmark: _Toc101520887][bookmark: _Toc122341942][bookmark: _Toc122342093][bookmark: _Toc122703130][bookmark: _Toc137645896]6.	FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FEES 

The Contracting Authority agrees to pay the Framework Authority the Access Fees in accordance with Schedule 2 in consideration of the right to access and use the Framework Agreement. This obligation shall continue following termination or expiry of the Access Agreement. 

[bookmark: _Ref26200689][bookmark: _Toc101520888][bookmark: _Toc122341943][bookmark: _Toc122342094][bookmark: _Toc122703131][bookmark: _Toc137645897]7.	CONTRACTING AUTHORITY INFORMATION 

[bookmark: _Ref26346380]7.1	The Contracting Authority shall provide to the Framework Authority the Contracting Authority Information as detailed in Schedule 3 of this Access Agreement. The Framework Authority may change the content, format, timing/frequency and manner of provision of the Contracting Authority Information acting reasonably and giving not less than [one months’] written notice of any such change to the Contracting Authority. 

7.2	The Contracting Authority’s obligation to provide Contracting Authority Information under clause 7.1 shall continue following the date of termination or expiry of this Access Agreement in relation to any Contracting Authority Information which relates to the period prior to such date of termination or expiry. This includes providing Contracting Authority Information about Call-Off Contracts which were entered into before the date of termination or expiry of the Access Agreement.

[bookmark: _Toc101520889][bookmark: _Toc122341944][bookmark: _Toc122342095][bookmark: _Toc122703132][bookmark: _Toc137645898]8.	TERMINATION OF ACCESS AGREEMENT

[bookmark: _Ref11067310]8.1	This Access Agreement shall automatically come to an end without the need to serve any notice on the date of expiry or termination of the Framework Agreement and all Call-Off Contracts entered into by the Contracting Authority under it. 

8.2	Subject to clause 8.5, the Contracting Authority may give the Framework Authority not less than three months’ notice to terminate the Access Agreement, where it no longer wishes to use the Framework Agreement. 

8.3	The Framework Authority may terminate this Access Agreement with immediate effect by giving written notice to the Contracting Authority if: 

[bookmark: a700788]8.3.1	The Contracting Authority commits a material breach of any term of this Access Agreement and (if such breach is remediable) fails to remedy that breach within a period of 30 days after being notified in writing to do so. Failure to make payment of the Access Fees in accordance with Schedule 2 shall be considered a material breach under this clause;

8.3.2	A Court makes an order that the Contracting Authority be wound up or a resolution for a voluntary winding-up of the party is passed;

8.3.3	Any receiver or receiver manager in respect of the Contracting Authority is appointed or possession is taken by or on behalf of any creditor of any property that is the subject of a charge;

8.3.4	Any voluntary arrangement is made for a composition of debts or a scheme of arrangement is approved under the Insolvency Act 1986 or the Companies Act 2006 relating to the Contracting Authority; 

8.3.5	An administration order is made or an administrator is appointed in respect of the Contracting Authority; or

8.3.6	The Contracting Authority acts in a way which may bring the Framework Authority (or either of them) or the Framework Agreement into disrepute.

8.4	Subject to clause 8.5, the Contracting Authority shall not use the Framework Agreement following the date of expiry or termination of this Access Agreement. In particular, the Contracting Authority may not enter into any Call-Off Contracts or carry out any mini-competitions using the Framework Agreement following such date.  

[bookmark: _Ref63869595][bookmark: _Ref11067416]8.5	The expiry or termination of this Access Agreement shall not affect any Call-Off Contract(s) in place by the Contracting Authority at that time and which shall continue to apply following the expiry or termination of the Access Agreement (unless terminated in accordance with the terms of the relevant Call-off Contract). 

[bookmark: a318526][bookmark: d9925e1035][bookmark: a325641][bookmark: d9925e1078]8.6	On termination or expiry of this Access Agreement:

8.6.1	The accrued rights, remedies, obligations and liabilities of the parties as at expiry or termination shall not be affected, including the right to claim damages in respect of any breach of the Access Agreement which existed at or before the date of termination; and

8.6.2	Clauses which expressly or by implication have effect after expiry or termination shall continue in full force and effect.

[bookmark: _Ref11079145][bookmark: _Toc101520890][bookmark: _Toc122341945][bookmark: _Toc122342096][bookmark: _Toc122703133][bookmark: _Toc137645899]9.	DISPUTE RESOLUTION

9.1	If a dispute arises out of or in connection with this Access Agreement or the performance, validity or enforceability of it (“Dispute”) then the parties shall follow the procedure set out in this Clause:

9.1.1	Either party shall give to the other written notice of the Dispute, setting out its nature and full particulars (“Dispute Notice”), together with relevant supporting documents. On service of the Dispute Notice, a representative of each party shall attempt in good faith to resolve the Dispute;

9.1.2	If the party's representatives are unable to resolve the matter then the matter shall be referred to the chief executive (or equivalent) of each party who shall attempt in good faith to resolve it;

9.1.3	If the party’s chief executives are for any reason unable to resolve the dispute within 30 days of it being referred to them, the parties will attempt to settle it by mediation in accordance with the CEDR Model Mediation Procedure. Unless otherwise agreed between the parties, the mediator shall be nominated by CEDR. To initiate the mediation, a party must serve notice in writing (“ADR notice”) to the other party to the Dispute, requesting mediation. The mediation will start not later than 30 days after the date of the ADR notice.

9.2	The commencement of mediation shall not prevent the parties commencing or continuing court proceedings in relation to the dispute.

[bookmark: _Toc101520891][bookmark: _Toc122341946][bookmark: _Toc122342097][bookmark: _Toc122703134][bookmark: _Toc137645900]10.	REVIEW MEETINGS

10.1	The Framework Authority and the Contracting Authority shall meet at the written request of either party. Such meetings shall not be held more than monthly, unless the Framework Authority confirms otherwise in writing.

10.2	The meetings will be to discuss matters related to:

10.2.1	The Contracting Authority’s use of the Framework Agreement and any on-going ordering procedures;

10.2.2	Call-Off Contracts entered including (but not limited to) concerns related to the Framework Provider’s performance or dispute resolution.

[bookmark: a314048][bookmark: d9925e526][bookmark: a352043][bookmark: a784271][bookmark: d9925e595][bookmark: a701411][bookmark: a910380][bookmark: a919531][bookmark: a861279][bookmark: _Toc515980593][bookmark: _Toc532915712][bookmark: _Toc101520892][bookmark: _Toc122341947][bookmark: _Toc122342098][bookmark: _Toc122703135][bookmark: _Toc137645901][bookmark: _Ref64308226][bookmark: _Ref65051689][bookmark: _Toc79309899][bookmark: _Toc79316925][bookmark: _Toc79398467][bookmark: _Toc79398666][bookmark: _Toc98911526][bookmark: _Toc234941013][bookmark: _Toc304303913][bookmark: _Toc318297724][bookmark: _Toc403555480][bookmark: a932084][bookmark: a481149][bookmark: a876358][bookmark: a690730][bookmark: a513193][bookmark: a609316][bookmark: a808216][bookmark: a718774][bookmark: a919856][bookmark: a734228][bookmark: a452847][bookmark: a616100][bookmark: a722966][bookmark: a561647][bookmark: a760547]11.	CONFIDENTIALITY 

11.1	Each party shall keep all Confidential Information received by it from the other party confidential and shall procure that their employees and agents do not make any disclosure to any person of any Confidential Information without the consent of the other party (unless it is permitted disclosure under Clause 11.2 or Clause 11.3) and agrees not to use such Confidential Information for any purpose other than that for which it is supplied under this Access Agreement.  

[bookmark: _Ref63876689]11.2	Each party will be permitted to disclose Confidential Information to the extent that they are required to do so:

11.2.1	To enable the disclosing party to perform its obligations under this Access Agreement; or

11.2.2	By any applicable Laws or by a court, arbitral or administrative tribunal in the course of proceedings before it including any requirement for disclosure under FOIA or EIR; or

11.2.3	By any regulatory body (including any investment exchange) acting in the course of proceedings before it or acting in the course of its duties; or

11.2.4	In order to give proper instructions to any professional adviser of that party who also has an obligation to keep any such Confidential Information confidential.

[bookmark: _Ref24968441][bookmark: _Ref26353756][bookmark: _Toc515980594][bookmark: _Toc532915713][bookmark: _Ref24968458]11.3	Without prejudice to clause 11.2 above, the Framework Authority shall be permitted to share the Contracting Authority’s Confidential Information with the third parties detailed in Schedule 

[bookmark: _Toc101520893][bookmark: _Toc122341948][bookmark: _Toc122342099][bookmark: _Toc122703136][bookmark: _Toc137645902]12.	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

12.1	The parties to this Access Agreement are subject to the requirements of the FOIA and EIR. 

[bookmark: _Ref64305213]12.2	The party in receipt of or to receive the Request for Information (“Relevant FOIA Authority”) shall be responsible for determining in its absolute discretion whether:- 

12.2.1	Any Information is exempt from disclosure in accordance with the provisions of the FOIA or the EIR;

12.2.2	Any Information is to be disclosed in response to a Request for Information 

and in no event shall any party, other than the Relevant FOIA Authority, respond directly to a Request for Information except to confirm receipt of the Request for Information and that the Request for Information has been passed to the Relevant FOIA Authority. 

[bookmark: _Ref64305657]12.3	Subject to clause 12.4 below, the parties acknowledge that the Relevant FOIA Authority may disclose Information:- 

12.3.1	Without consulting the other party; or

12.3.2	Following consultation with the other party and having taken (or not taken, as the case may be) its views into account.

[bookmark: _Ref64305579]12.4	Without limitation to clauses 12.2 and 12.3, in the event that the Relevant FOIA Authority receives a Request for Information, the Relevant FOIA Authority will, where appropriate, as soon as reasonably practicable notify the other party.

12.5	The parties will assist and co-operate with one another as requested by the Relevant FOIA Authority to enable the Relevant FOIA Authority to comply with its obligations to disclose Information under the FOIA and EIR within the prescribed periods for compliance and in particular shall (and shall procure that its agents and sub-contractors shall), at their own cost:

12.5.1	Transfer any Request for Information received to the Relevant FOIA Authority as soon as practicable after receipt and in any event within three Business Days of receiving it;

12.5.2	Provide the Relevant FOIA Authority with a copy of all Information in its possession or power in the form that the Relevant FOIA Authority requires within five (5) Business Days (or such other period as the Relevant FOIA Authority may reasonably specify) of the Relevant FOIA Authority’s request; and

12.5.3	Provide all such assistance as may be required from time to time by the Relevant FOIA Authority to enable the Relevant FOIA Authority to comply with its obligations to disclose Information. 

12.6	Nothing in this Access Agreement will prevent the Relevant FOIA Authority from complying with any valid order, decision, enforcement or practice recommendation notice issued to it by the Information Commissioner under FOIA and / or EIR.

[bookmark: _Toc101520894][bookmark: _Toc122341949][bookmark: _Toc122342100][bookmark: _Toc122703137][bookmark: _Toc137645903]13.	PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY

13.1	In relation to any publicity regarding:

13.1.1	This Access Agreement and/or any of the Framework Documentation; and/or

13.1.2	The Framework Agreement, the Framework Authority and/or the Framework Providers; and/or

13.1.3	Any Call-Off Contracts

[bookmark: _9kMH3K6ZWu59978FfHqAI]including television broadcasts, websites, newspapers, press conferences, press releases and marketing materials, the Contracting Authority shall obtain the prior consent of the Framework Authority in respect of such publicity (except to the extent that this is as required by Laws, any government or regulatory authority, any court or other authority of competent jurisdiction), such consent not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed. 

13.2	The Framework Authority shall be entitled to publicise the Framework Documentation or any of them at its complete discretion. The Framework Authority shall obtain the prior consent of the Framework Authority in respect of any publicity relating to the use of the Framework Agreement by the Contracting Authority (except to the extent that this is as required by Laws, any government or regulatory authority, any court or other authority of competent jurisdiction), such consent not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed.

[bookmark: _Toc101520895][bookmark: _Toc122341950][bookmark: _Toc122342101][bookmark: _Toc122703138][bookmark: _Toc137645904]14.	DATA PROTECTION 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]14.1	The parties acknowledge that, in relation to processing of data, each party acts as a controller. Each party shall, in relation to data for which it is a controller, comply with its obligations under the Data Protection Legislation.

14.2	It is not envisaged that any sharing of personal data (as defined in the Data Protection Legislation) will be required under this Access Agreement or that either party shall process personal data on behalf of the other party under this Access Agreement. In the event that either shall become necessary, each party shall provide all reasonable assistance to the other party in the preparation of a Data Protection Impact Assessment prior to commencing any such sharing or processing and shall enter into an appropriate data sharing or data processing agreement as reasonably required by the controller of the data. 

[bookmark: _Toc101520896][bookmark: _Toc122341951][bookmark: _Toc122342102][bookmark: _Toc122703139][bookmark: _Toc137645905]15.	LIABILITIES 

15.1	The Contracting Authority agrees and acknowledges that the Framework Authority shall have no liability to the Contracting Authority in respect of any Losses that arise out of any or all of the following:

15.1.1	Any finding that the Framework Agreement or any Call-Off Contract has not been procured in compliance with Laws;

15.1.2	Any declaration that the award of the Framework Agreement or any Call-Off Contract is ineffective; 

15.1.3	Any claim brought by the Framework Provider against the Contracting Authority under the Framework Agreement or any Call‐off Contract;

15.1.4	Any failure, act or omission in relation to the procurement of the Framework Agreement or any Call‐off Contract;

15.1.5	Any misrepresentation misstatement, negligent or other tortious act or omission arising in connection with the procurement of a Framework; 

15.1.6	The performance or non-performance of any Framework Provider including in relation to the ordering procedure and/or any Call-Off Contract. 

provided that nothing in this Access Agreement is intended to limit or exclude the liability of the Framework Authority for death or personal injury resulting from its negligence or for any damage or liability incurred as a result of fraud or fraudulent misrepresentation by the Framework Authority.

15.2	In the event that the Framework Authority incurs any Losses arising pursuant to the Contracting Authority’s use of the Framework Agreement, the Contracting Authority shall forthwith reimburse the Framework Authority all such Losses that would not otherwise have arisen but for the Contracting Authority’s use of the Framework Agreement. 

[bookmark: _DV_M591][bookmark: _Toc318297725][bookmark: _Toc403555482][bookmark: _Toc101520897][bookmark: _Toc122341952][bookmark: _Toc122342103][bookmark: _Toc122703140][bookmark: _Toc137645906][bookmark: _Toc79309912][bookmark: _Toc79316938][bookmark: _Toc79398480][bookmark: _Toc79398679][bookmark: _Ref98314051][bookmark: _Toc98911540][bookmark: _Toc234941027][bookmark: _Toc304303927][bookmark: a330714][bookmark: a725922]16.	VARIATION

[bookmark: a459673][bookmark: d9925e1121][bookmark: a923299]No variation of this Access Agreement shall be valid unless it is agreed in writing and is formally executed by the Framework Authority and the Contracting Authority and is stated to be a variation to this Access Agreement.  

[bookmark: _Toc318297730][bookmark: _Toc403555486][bookmark: _Toc101520898][bookmark: _Toc122341953][bookmark: _Toc122342104][bookmark: _Toc122703141][bookmark: _Toc137645907]17.	ENTIRE AGREEMENT

17.1	With the exception of any statements made fraudulently and the Framework Agreement, the Framework Authority and Contracting Authority agree that this Access Agreement is the complete and exclusive statement of the agreement between the parties on the subject matter herein and that the terms as written in this Access Agreement shall supersede all proposals or prior agreements, whether oral or written, and all other communications between the parties relating to the subject matter of the Access Agreement.

17.2	The parties agree that, with the exception of fraudulent statements, the parties have not relied upon any representations made before the date of this Access Agreement and shall not have any liability in respect of any representations made before the date of this Access Agreement.

[bookmark: _Ref66177049][bookmark: _Toc79309913][bookmark: _Toc79316939][bookmark: _Toc79398481][bookmark: _Toc79398680][bookmark: _Toc98911541][bookmark: _Toc234941028][bookmark: _Toc304303928][bookmark: _Toc318297731][bookmark: _Toc403555487][bookmark: _Toc101520899][bookmark: _Toc122341954][bookmark: _Toc122342105][bookmark: _Toc122703142][bookmark: _Toc137645908]18.	NOTICES

18.1	All notices under this Access Agreement shall be in writing and shall be served by sending the same by first class post or by hand, or leaving the same at: 



		Framework Authority 

		FAO: Lisa Parker – Head of Category

Lower Ground, 5-8 The Sanctuary, Westminster, London, SW1P 3JS



		Contracting Authority

		FAO: Job title 

Address







18.2	A party may change its nominated address by prior notice to the other party.

18.3	Notices given by post shall be effective upon the earlier of actual receipt and five (5) business days after mailing. Notices delivered by hand shall be effective upon delivery.  

[bookmark: _Toc79309914][bookmark: _Toc79316940][bookmark: _Toc79398482][bookmark: _Toc79398681][bookmark: _Toc98911542][bookmark: _Toc234941029][bookmark: _Toc304303929][bookmark: _Toc318297732][bookmark: _Toc403555488][bookmark: _Toc101520900][bookmark: _Toc122341955][bookmark: _Toc122342106][bookmark: _Toc122703143][bookmark: _Toc137645909]19.	SEVERABILITY

If any term, condition or provision of this Access Agreement shall be held to be invalid, unlawful or unenforceable to any extent, such term, condition or provision shall not affect the validity, legality and enforceability of the other provisions of or any other documents referred to in this Access Agreement.

[bookmark: _Toc79309915][bookmark: _Toc79316941][bookmark: _Toc79398483][bookmark: _Toc79398682][bookmark: _Toc98911543][bookmark: _Toc234941030][bookmark: _Toc304303930][bookmark: _Toc318297733][bookmark: _Toc403555489][bookmark: _Toc101520901][bookmark: _Toc122341956][bookmark: _Toc122342107][bookmark: _Toc122703144][bookmark: _Toc137645910]20.	WAIVER

[bookmark: _Toc79309916][bookmark: _Toc79316942][bookmark: _Toc79398484][bookmark: _Toc79398683][bookmark: _Toc98911544][bookmark: _Toc234941031][bookmark: _Toc304303931][bookmark: _Toc318297734][bookmark: _Ref380166672][bookmark: _Toc403555490]No failure or delay by a party to exercise any right or remedy provided under this Access Agreement or by law shall constitute a waiver of that or any other right or remedy, nor shall it prevent or restrict the further exercise of that or any other right or remedy. No single or partial exercise of such right or remedy shall prevent or restrict the further exercise of that or any other right or remedy.

[bookmark: _Ref178509533][bookmark: _Toc234941022][bookmark: _Toc304303922][bookmark: _Toc318297735][bookmark: _Toc403555491][bookmark: _Toc101520902][bookmark: _Toc122341957][bookmark: _Toc122342108][bookmark: _Toc122703145][bookmark: _Toc137645911]21.	ASSIGNMENT AND SUB-CONTRACTING

The Contracting Authority shall not sub-contract, assign, underlet, charge, sell, bargain or otherwise deal in any way with the benefit of this Access Agreement in whole or in part except with the prior written consent of the Framework Authority.

[bookmark: _Toc234941037][bookmark: _Toc304303937][bookmark: _Toc318297736][bookmark: _Ref318299231][bookmark: _Toc403555492][bookmark: _Toc101520903][bookmark: _Toc122341958][bookmark: _Toc122342109][bookmark: _Toc122703146][bookmark: _Toc137645912]22.	GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION

The Access Agreement shall be governed by and construed in all respects in the accordance with the laws of England and Wales. Subject to the provisions at Clause 9 (Dispute Resolution), the English Courts shall have exclusive jurisdiction to settle any disputes which may arise out of or in connection with this Access Agreement.

[bookmark: a992700][bookmark: a1008246][bookmark: _Toc403555494][bookmark: _Toc101520904][bookmark: _Toc122341959][bookmark: _Toc122342110][bookmark: _Toc122703147][bookmark: _Toc137645913][bookmark: a439042][bookmark: a303936][bookmark: a158760]23.	NO PARTNERSHIP

[bookmark: _Ref380505387][bookmark: _Toc403555496]Nothing in this Access Agreement is intended to, or shall be deemed to, establish any partnership or joint venture between any of the parties, constitute any party the agent of another party, or authorise any party to make or enter into any commitments for or on behalf of any other party

[bookmark: _Toc101520905][bookmark: _Toc122341960][bookmark: _Toc122342111][bookmark: _Toc122703148][bookmark: _Toc137645914]24.	THIRD PARTY RIGHTS

This Access Agreement does not give rise to any rights under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 to enforce any term of this Access Agreement. 
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